[1:2 A] 


[B] 


It has been taught: Just as they sound the shofar for rain in the six 
years of the septennial cycle, so they sound the shofar on its 
account in the seventh year, 


for the support of others [T. Ta. 2:8A-B]. 
[C] What is the meaning of, “for the support of others”? 


[D] Associates say, “It is because of the support of the gentiles [in the 
land, who need the rain for the raising of their crops].” 


[E] R. Zeirah said, “It is because of the support of [Israelites] 
suspected [of not observing the prohibitions of the Sabbatical 
Year].” 


[F] The view of R. Zeirah accords with the position of Rabbi and 


of associates in accord with the view of R. Phineas b. Yair. 


[G] That of R. Zeirah accords with the view of Rabbi: A certain 


teacher was suspect concerning the produce of the year of 
release [66c]. They brought him to Rabbi. [Rabbi] said to them, 
“And what will this wretch do? It was to keep himself alive 
[that he used the produce improperly].” 


[H] And associates accord with R. Phineas b. Yair: Rabbi 
wanted to release the prohibitions of the Sabbatical Year 
[= F]. 


[I] R. Phineas b. Yair came to him. He [Rabbi] said to him, 
“What sort of crop is coming up?” 


[J] He said to him, “Endives of good quality.” 
[K] [Again,] “What sort of crop is coming up?” 
[L] “Endives of good quality.” 


[M] Thereupon Rabbi realized that he did not concur with his 
view. 


[N] [Rabbi] said to him.” Would the Rabbi [Phineas] not care 
to eat a little bite with us today?” 


[O] He said to him, “Yes.” 


[P] When he went down [to eat], he saw the vast herd of mules 
be longing to Rabbi standing around, [even though it is 
forbidden to keep herds of dangerous beasts in the land]. 


